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28 March 2014 
 
Excellencies, 
 
We write to express the concerns of journalists all over the world regarding the serious situation at the 
daily newspapers Novi list published in Rijeka and Glas Istre published in Pula in Croatia. 
 
We have been alerted by our two affiliates in Croatia, the Trade Union of Croatian Journalists (TUCJ) and 
the Croatian Journalists' Association (CJA), about the disastrous economic difficulties encountered by 
these two newspapers as a result of legally questionable business decisions of their publisher, Mr Albert 
Faggian. 
 
We understand that their members, journalists, editors and other employees of Novi list, have reported 
to relevant Croatian authorities, including the police and public prosecutors, suspicious money transfers 
and possible unlawful business decisions. This has triggered investigations of the company, but while 
this is going on, the newspaper is under a serious threat that it will not survive. Similar difficulties arose 
a while ago at Mr Faggian’s other newspaper Zadarski list, published in Zadar. 
 
Our journalists are well aware of the long and laudable history of Novi list – the oldest daily newspaper 
in Croatia, founded 114 years ago – and the respect it has gained in your country as a traditionally 
independent and objective Croatian newspaper. But, due to allegedly dubious decisions made by Mr 
Faggian and his management, this newspaper has now been brought to the verge of extinction. 
 
We should all be concerned that this would have disastrous consequences for your citizens’ right to 
know since Novi list is one of only few political dailies still published in this country.  The possible 
disappearance of this newspaper from the Croatian media poses serious threat to the media diversity 
and the role of media in building and improving democracy in Croatia. Furthermore it will result in 
scores of journalists and media workers losing their jobs, which must be of concern to all Croatian 
authorities. 
……/…… 
 



 

Page 2 of 2 
 
The International Federation of Journalists and the European Federation of Journalists strongly believe 
that the questionable business decisions made by Mr Faggian, supported by strong political allies, can 
only lead to the destruction of one of the symbols of Croatian journalism and set a chilling example to 
the rest of the free media in the country. 
 
We therefore ask your Excellencies to take urgent action to help rescue these publications. It is 
incumbent on all of us to do everything we can to save jobs and most importantly preserve the 
indispensible media diversity in Croatia.  
 
The IFJ and the EFJ, its regional group in Europe, are fully behind our member unions in your country 
and will mobilise its 600,000 journalists in 130 countries worldwide to support their fight to save these 
publications. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

     
 
 
Jim Boumelha       Mogens Blicher-Bjerregård 
President       President  
International Federation of Journalists    European Federation of Journalists 
 
 
 
 


